MOW Convenor’s Report, 2007.

Again it is my pleasure to deliver this report of MOW’s activities and some other events through the year. We hope that some of the events to be mentioned will lead to more discussion of the issue of women’s ordination in the Sydney diocese of the Anglican Church.

First I would like to thank everyone on the executive team for their ongoing work during the year. Carol Russell as Secretary and Lawrie Russell as Treasurer, have again been very approachable and utterly reliable. Rev’d Chris Albany’s courage and faithfulness have been inspirational. Elaine Peterson has continued as editor of the MOW report, and has helped me a great deal. Judy Little has also been a great help, particularly with MOWatch liason. Bronislava Lee has contributed some great ideas and has set up the website and google groups. Rev’d Sue Emeleus has again given us valuable insights. Sue is not standing for re-election, however she has agreed to remain associated with us as a “consultant”! I would like to thank her very much for being on the committee and to wish her well in her studies and as she takes on her role as Convenor for the NSW Women’s Interfaith Network - lucky them! I would also like to thank Val Graydon, the National President and Kathleen Toal, the National Treasurer for only being a phone call away when we need you.

Shortly after the last AGM, eight of us from Sydney attended the MOWatch conference in Melbourne from 21-24 August. We all had a great time and the support we discovered we had was very helpful for us as we headed off to the Sydney synod in October, to observe. Rev’d Chris Albany and Caroline Bowyer attempted to take the issue of women’s ordination to the synod. The debate was restricted to whether the issue should be debated or not and despite some excellent speeches in favour of proceeding, the vote to do so was soundly defeated, reflecting the present archbishop’s opposition to the ordination of women.

In early December, some of us had afternoon tea with Julia Baird prior to her departure for New York in January .We reminisced about the past, recalled some of her excellent articles in SMH and The Good Weekend more recently, and wished her family a happy time in the US.

Also at about this time, we were made aware of a letter to be sent by Rev’d Keith Mascord (now National Chaplain, Mission Australia) to the standing committee of the diocese suggesting a culture change was needed to make the diocese more loving and tolerant. I was disappointed that I could only get to one prayer meeting he arranged, to pray about the outcome of the request, which was eventually to become a submission from about 300 people, both clergy and lay, asking for change. Although the formal negotiations are now over, I believe that we should still pray for all of us that have been involved in this in any way.

Following the attempt at synod to have women’s ordination at least debated, Rev’d Chris had received many emails about this issue. So near the end of March, MOW held a forum “Vision for an Inclusive Church” to discuss issues raised which was very well attended and engendered lively discussion. 

The meeting considered what Attitudes and Policies we wanted from an inclusive church. Briefly, they were, Transparency, Open discussion, Tolerance, Leadership of the best qualified, Acceptance of diversity, Love, Appreciation of non-ordained ministries of women, Support for priests outside the diocese, Support for other theological colleges, Training for parishes in preparation for change. 

We then considered what Practical Changes should flow from the above. Southern Cross to reflect the diversity of views in the diocese, Acceptance of women ordained by other dioceses, Parishes to have greater freedom in their choice of rector, A proper human resources policy which does not allow discrimination.

Finally a To do List – Building relationships with women currently in ministry training, Improving our website and trying to get links between it and the diocesan and national church websites. Focussing on those Christians who are undecided about our issue.
On April 2nd, Linda Morris reported in the Melbourne Age, that the Anglican church’s court had been told that there was no constitutional barrier to women becoming bishops in Australia. Of course the debate is far from over.

From June, we commenced work on the brochure you have before you. We were very fortunate that CJ Malgo, Elaine’s niece, designed this for us , free of charge and thanks to your very generous response to our shoestring appeal (of over $1600 to date!) as well as a generous grant from MOWatch, we have 2000 brochures! Please take some to give to people who may be interested to join MOW.

Three very different events happened in August, two of these we hope will lead to a greater awareness of the injustices in Sydney.

The first was the Better Together conference on 4th August, at Meriden in Strathfield.

The main thrust of the day was to assert that women and men both equally are qualified to promote the gospel. Dr Graham Cole, formerly a lecturer at Moore College and now Associate Professor of Biblical and Systematic Theology, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield, gave the two main addresses of the day. He was both entertaining and informative, and gave an exegesis of the Genesis passage where Eve eats the forbidden apple, that he said he did not know about until he went to the US! About 200 people attended.

Later in August the Common Dreams conference was held in the Pitt St Uniting Church. This was more progressive and had a number of fine speakers over 4 days. About 1,500 people attended overall with John Shelby Spong being the central figure. It is interesting to reflect that Spong was banned from preaching in any Anglican church in Sydney, however will give 2 sermons in the cathedral in Brisbane!

At the end of August, Anglicans Together held its first AGM, having been recently incorporated. .Fr James McPherson stressed in his report the need to be non-adversarial and gracious at all times in our conversations in the diocese.

Now, looking ahead, there is another Synod later this month, and General Synod in Canberra in October and in 2008, Perth members of MOWatch are hosting a national conference. 

We are certainly involved in a long waiting game here, - we must continue the conversation. Each of the events that I have referred to has encouraging and distressing elements in it. We need to be steadfast in our stand for justice, to follow Christ, but to “hang lightly” from the institution.

